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Though community corrections has grown since its inception, from the 1980s to 2008 
the use of corrections in the community proliferated. That growth recently reversed, from 
2007 through 2014, as the number of adults under the supervision of correctional responses 
in the United States declined annually.7 In 2014 (the most current year for which data are 
available), 2,240 adult offenders per 100,000 adults in the United States were serving pro-
bationary sentences. This corresponds to 4,708,100 adult offenders in the United States. In 
2014, the average time in community supervision was 22 months.

While declines characterize the national estimates, there is variation at the state level. 
Estimates from the Bureau of Justice Statistics indicate that the national decline in the num-
ber of adults under supervision in the community resulted primarily from declines in the 
probation populations concentrated in California, Texas, Michigan, Florida, and Georgia. 
Together, these five states were responsible for 56% of the total decrease of community 
corrections at the national level. But not all states experienced decreases in the number 
of adults on probation from 2010 to 2011. Maryland, Mississippi, Alaska, Tennessee, and 
Alabama are among states that recorded increases in the number of adults under supervi-
sion in the community.

Gender and Race Among Those Serving 
Corrections in the Community

Information on the degree to which women are sentenced to community corrections 
is scarce. The literature offers information on women and incarceration showing that they 
make up a low proportion of the incarcerated population relative to their presence in the 
population. Furthermore, these findings show that the number of women being incarcer-
ated has grown dramatically in the past two decades. A large part of this growth stems 
largely from increased prosecutions generally, and drug convictions specifically. Given the 
less serious nature of these charges, it seems plausible that the female presence in commu-
nity corrections would also be growing rapidly. Estimates indicate that in 2000, 2013, and 
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